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After six rounds of intense debate, members of Taylor’s Ethics Bowl team won Taylor its first-ever national championship last Sunday.

Julia Oller

News Co-Editor

Two years ago, Jim Spiegel’s nerves
were rubber bands that snapped
when he saw the final score of the final round of the 2013 Association for
Practical and Professional Ethics Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl National
Championship in San Antonio, Texas.

After reaching the championship
round for the first time in team history, Taylor lost to DePauw University
by one point.
So when Taylor again reached nationals this year, Spiegel, Ethics Bowl
team coach and philosophy professor, traveled to Costa Mesa, Calif. with
many of the same people but with an
entirely different reaction. Instead of

apprehension, he felt a surprising calm.
“I really think it was supernatural,
because that’s not my MO,” he said.
The team moved through round
after round, and as the pressure
mounted, so did Spiegel’s hope for
a redeeming end to their previous
heartbreak. They cruised by Duke,
Santa Clara, Texas Pan American and
Villanova before defeating Indiana

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

University in the semifinals.
“When we won the semifinal, I
thought win or lose, we have maxed
out in terms of matches you can be in.
That should satisfy anybody,” Spiegel
said. “But then I thought, ‘Sure would
be nice if we’d win. Lord, I don’t want
to ask for too much. . . . ’”
-------------Champions continues on page 2

Tuition tops k for first time
Board approves . percent
tuition, room, board
increase for -
David Adams
Co-Editor in Chief

Taylor’s tuition will climb to $30,030
next year, a 2.5 percent increase
over the 2014–15 cost. The Board of
Trustees approved the higher rate
at its February meeting, along with
a 2.5 percent increase in room and
board charges.
Costs next year—including tuition,
room, board and required fees—will
total $38,77, according to a faculty
email announcement Tuesday from
President Eugene Habecker.
The 2.5 percent climb marks the
final year of Taylor’s four-year commitment to keep cost increases near
2.5 percent, Dean of Students Skip
Trudeau said. The increase for the
2014-15 school year was 2.94 percent,
The Echo reported in February 2014.
Increases past the 2015-1 year have
not yet been determined.
Higher scholarship awards for incoming freshmen, faculty and staff
raises and climbing health insurance
costs are the three major drivers of
the fee increase, according to Provost Jeff Moshier. General costs like
utilities and food prices also continue to rise.
Freshmen entering Taylor for the
2015–1 school year will benefit from
the increased scholarship awards.
The highest academic scholarships
will rise to $14,000 annually from
the current $10,000 level, according
to Tim Nace, director of Financial
Aid. The second and third highest

scholarships will climb to $12,000 and
$10,000, respectively.
The new awards bring Taylor’s
scholarships in line with those of its
competitors, Nace said. Continuing
students’ merit-based awards will remain unchanged.
Taylor’s administration continues to seek ways to stretch its budget without large tuition increases,
Moshier said. The university programs review, which began in the
fall semester, aims to find areas to

cut costs in order to increase program
quality and faculty and staff compensation, among other goals.
Faculty salaries will increase approximately 3 percent next year as
a result of the tuition increase. Even
with that raise, Taylor faculty salaries
are significantly behind those of its
competitors, Moshier said.
Compared to the national average, Taylor’s cost increases have
been relatively small. The College
Board’s Trends in College Pricing

Look for additional coverage of decisions made at the February Board
of Trustees meeting in future editions
of The Echo.

Graphic illustrated by Matthew Morse

A . percent tuition increase pushes Taylor’s tuition rate to about $0,000 for the 0- school year.

GROCERIES • MEATS • PRODUCE • VIDEO
RENTALS
Helium Balloons!
Greeting Cards!
Housewares!
Gift Cards!
Dollar Deals!
Postage Stamps!
General Merchandise!

2014 report said the average tuition, fees, room and board increase
was 3. percent at private, nonprofit four-year institutions. The finding
is based on self-reported data from
over 1,200 such colleges and compares the 2013–14 and 2014–15 academic years.

44 oz.

Fountain
Pop

79 ¢

Coffee! Cappuccino! Slushies!
Snacks! Ice! Ice Cream!
Candy! Snacks!

80 EAST BERRY, UPLAND (765) 998-1111 • OPEN 8 AM-9 PM • 7 DAYS A WEEK

NEWS

TheEchoNews.com

Febraury 27, 2015

ISIS assault engulfs
Assyrian Christians
nytimes.com

Adrian Peterson to be reinstated

of Taylor’s two teams placed second last
November, guaranteeing a spot in the
National Bowl on Feb. 22.
The 32 teams competing at nationals come from 10 different regions
and include both massive Division I
schools and tiny private universities.
On Taylor’s team, five starters each
prepared for three of the 15 possible
cases. Each match consists of two
rounds in which one team presents its
argument and the other rebuts it before they switch sides for the next case.

At the end of each round, a panel
of judges probes the presenting team
before awarding points and announcing a winner.
-------------Senior Jess Biermann’s anxious
excitement balanced out Spiegel’s
peaceful demeanor going into the final round against Whitworth College,
the 2012 National Champions.
“We knew we were capable of (advancing), but we were really nervous,”
he said. “They’re an excellent team,

some of the best debaters that we’ve
ever come across.”
Biermann presented first—on the
ethics of crowdsourcing (gathering information from large groups of people).
When Whitworth’s case on transgender bathrooms deteriorated
during the Q-and-A with the judges,
Spiegel saw a victory in the making.
“In my mind, I could just see their
point total going down to the point
where I thought, ‘We could win this.’”
After the last seconds of the round

ticked away, Biermann couldn’t believe what he saw on the scoreboards.
Taylor had won its first national
championship.
“I looked across at the numbers of
all three judges and had to reread it
five times,” Biermann said.
In the ensuing celebration, one
handle of the winner’s trophy broke
off but Spiegel’s nerves held firm. Two
years and 90 cases after its heartbreaking loss, Taylor was victorious.
No debate necessary.

Marketing microsite helps
prospective students
take the next step
Lexie V. Owen

As Christians, what should we take
away from your book?
As Christians, we get very defensive
about our beliefs. Now I’m a lawyer, and
I am a good lawyer, but I know this: Jesus doesn’t need a lawyer. We don’t
need to fight for Jesus. I would make a
terrible evangelist because I don’t think
people need me to come to Jesus; I believe Jesus leads people to Jesus.

Bob Goff

Christina Cleveland

News Co-Editor

Bob Goff
Bob Goff greets everyone he meets
with a hug.
His passion and love for others
show in the first 30 seconds of meeting him. He believes passionately in
the power of action and loving others. His first book, “Love Does,” has
reached the New York Times Best Seller list and has been translated into
nine different languages.
He gets a hundred phone calls a day
from strangers who found his number in
the back of his book. He answers them all.
The Echo had the opportunity to
sit down and ask him a few questions
about his ministry and life.
Where is your next step after Taylor?
Goff: I am headed to Minnesota,
then (my wife) sweet Maria and I are
taking a writing trip. We’re both going
to sit and write together; it’s something we’ve never done before.

FRIDAY

Ukraine begins artillery withdrawal,
recognizing truce is holding
reuters.com

Meet the NSLC TU 4 life
keynote speakers

Q&A with Bob Goff and
Christena Cleveland
Ally Horine
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Washington DC legalises
marijuana possession and use
bbc.com

bbc.com

Champions continued from page 1

TU 4 life

TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Net neutrality rules passed by FCC

One afternoon a week, heated arguments break out in Reade 127.
The voices aren’t mean-spirited,
though. It’s just the 13 Ethics Bowl
members engaging in passionate
debate on issues that run the gamut from transgender bathrooms to
horse slaughtering.
Founded in 1998 and coached by Spiegel since 1999, the team prepares cases
for 15 different ethical issues to present at
the Regional Ethics Bowl each fall. One

TU440 uses entertaining video shorts to engage
students in a way that a postcard can’t. The
initiative’s slogan and philosophy is “The 4 year
experience. The 40 year effect.”

jennieallen.com

rivercitychicago.com

So does this mean you’re writing a
new book?
Yes I have! It’s actually done. My wife
is also writing one too! Can you believe
it? Hers will be way better than mine.
Is there a title for your book yet, or
is that still a secret?
No, it’s not a secret! I just haven’t
come up with it yet. Similar to “Love
Does,” I will just set everything out and
see what the best title is. You have to
birth it before you name it, you know?
What is one thing you want people
to know about you?
I want people to know I am all
about change. Every chapter has a
subtitle in my book that says, “I used
to think one way, but now I know another.” Just like people reading my
book, I am still learning and changing.
I think that’s how Jesus wants us to
be. He wants us to grow and learn and
change in our walk. I actually usually carry a bag with me that has two
gloves and a baseball in it, so when
I talk with someone with a differing
opinion, we can just throw a ball and
talk. The best part is I’ve never even
been to a baseball game!

So how do you manage to answer
all of those phone calls each day?
Honestly, I love doing it! It’s so great
to hear about people and to talk to
them. If you want to make an impact,
be available. People who are available
are the most influential. It doesn’t do
you any good to think you’re better than
and to ignore others. The best way to
impact is to love; it’s what Jesus did.
So true! So now for a couple of silly
questions. If you would have had a high
school superlative, what would it be?
Ha, I definitely didn’t have one. If I
did, it would have been “Bob Who?” I
definitely wasn’t popular in high school.
If you had to pick one, what would
your spirit animal be?
You know someone asked me this
before, and I really don’t think I have
one. However, I would say that if I had
a character I related to most it would be
Curious George. I just love him and how
curious he is. I think I am the same way,
I am just always curious about everything, and never want to stop learning.
Christena Cleveland
Ever since Christena was a child, she
has had a passion for social justice. In
first grade, her class played kickball every day at recess until a girl who was
visually impaired joined their class.
Christena knew she wouldn’t be able to
play, and stopped everyone from playing kickball until they could come up
with a game that everyone could play.
We also had the opportunity to
catch up with Christena and ask her a
few questions before the conference.
How have you related to the topic
of this conference?
When I sat down I began thinking
about what leadership was like in our
changing world and what kind of leaders we need to be to engage in a diverse
culture. I wanted to craft a message
that speaks to students, not just about
globalism but about the bigger picture
and uniting as Christians.
What was the inspiration for your
most recent book,“Disunity in Christ”?
I was teaching at a Christian college
in California, and it was the first time I
had taught at a Christian college. While
I was aware not all Christians believed
exactly the same thing, I was surprised
at how many divisions there were. I did
not attend a Christian college so it was

Staff Writer

Over the month of February, Taylor’s
University Marketing implemented
a microsite (an individual web page
to complement an offline activity)
called TU440 as an appealing way
to introduce prospective students to
Taylor life.
TU440 uses entertaining video
shorts to engage students in a way
that a postcard can’t. The initiative’s
slogan and philosophy is “The 4 year
experience. The 40-year effect.”
This microsite acts as a supplement
to the campus visitation initiative of
the same name. The Marketing Department, along with the social media
company BlueFuego, designed TU440
to inspire prospective students to
learn more about campus culture.
“We thought this would be a really
interesting way of engaging prospective students who have been accepted and are interested in learning a
little bit more in a casual way and
messaging to them in a unique way,”
said Marketing Coordinator Christa Siegelin. “This helps them understand the differences between Taylor
and other institutions.”
The TU440 microsite releases a
new 40-second video at 4:40pm every day. Each video reveals something unique about Taylor. “Taylor
Acronyms” and “How to Pick a Silent
Night Outfit” are particular favorites.

nytimes.com

“The whole idea was to give information to prospective students that’s
unique to them in who they are and
where they are in their process,” said
Ben Wehling, executive director of
marketing. “It’s also to help them take
the next step in the process, to keep
them engaged with Taylor and excited about the idea of Taylor.”
Alumni profiles accompanying
each video show prospective students how Taylor grads are impacting the world.
“Taylor does value what happens
in the life of a student during their
four year experience, but we also
know that these shouldn’t be the best
four years of your life,” Wehling said.
“They should be great, but you’re being prepared for something greater in
the next 40 years after you graduate
where you’re going to have impact.”
Prospective students can fill out
forms for giveaways and prizes advertised on the website. A $440 scholarship will be given away as a grand
prize at the end of the month. Students could enter to win the scholarship each day.
While only prospective students
can win the prizes, University Marketing recently discovered that current students enjoy the videos as well.
“It is really fun that Taylor students
are loving this, too, and that is a testimonial that what we’re showing is
actually the product that students are
living right now,” Siegelin said. “For
us, we don’t consider it marketing
success if we sell the wrong product.
Marketing success is for prospective
students to understand truly who we
are because that’s why they come and
that’s why they stay.”
To view University Marketing’s videos, go to tu440.taylor.edu.

Graphic provided by tu440.taylor.edu

Find the TU440 videos at TU440.taylor.edu.

a very new realization for me. I began
to realize how I could integrate social
and psychological elements in discussion and teaching students. I began to
see how this integrated with my passion for reconciliation.

Speaking of your passion, can you
further explain your desire for reconciliation and how you discovered it?
Yes, well I think it’s something I was
born with; it’s sort of just in my DNA. I
have such a heart for justice and think
it is something that just bothers me. I
have always noticed the people on the
margins and made a point of being their
friend. I think a lot goes along with kindness and just welcoming people in, it’s
such a powerful tool of reconciliation.
What is something that people
don’t know about you?
Well my kitchen has really high ceilings
and strong beams, so I installed a swing
and often swing and read in my kitchen.

So if you had a spirit animal, what
would it be?
It would definitely be a lion.
Do you have any hobbies that people might consider “weird”?
Well, in my job, I spend a lot of time
trying to find feeling and wholeness in
the midst of a lot of broken places and
people. Its such a joy to do the work I
do, but it also shows some of the uglier
and more painful parts of the church.
I am exposed to the sexism, classism,
racism and oppression that often can
be found in church bodies.
As a result, I do a lot of yoga and
meditation to keep my heart soft. In
these hobbies I try to find the goodness in life and the abundance God
has for me that is available in the
midst of the pain and confusion of
life.
So they might be seen as weird, but
they help to keep my heart soft and to
keep me from becoming bitter.
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As prospects for space
tourism stall, companies vie
for contracts with NASA
Patrick Neer
Contributor

Space tourism is coming—but not
yet. The lethal crash in the Mojave
Desert of the Virgin Galactic’s flagship, SpaceShipTwo last October
forced the company to delay its plans
for privatized space flight, according
to a report from NBC.
The test flight crash killed one pilot and injured two others, which lead
to greater continuous scrutiny of the
company and the industry of space
tourism as a whole. Virgin Galactic’s
accident also shook public and investor confidence in the safety of commercial spaceflight.
Michael Listner, attorney for the
Space Law and Policy Solutions law
firm, explained in a National Geographic report shortly after the crash
that from an industry standpoint, private space flight’s hard times were
just beginning.
“For the industry, the joyride is
over,” Listner said. “This is going to
mean a lot more regulation. And there
is the question of whether the industry will even survive.”
Prior to the accident, Virgin Galactic pre-sold 700 refundable seats for
future commercial flights at a quarter
of a million dollars each, according to
NBC. But following the incident, some
customers began reconsidering their
reservations.

Christianity’s fading
ties to the West
A look at where Christianity
is thriving in the world
Erika Norton

Co-Editor in Chief

As Christianity begins the slow retreat from its historical strongholds
in the West due to the rise of secularism and New Age spirituality, the
Church in the “Global South” continues to thrive as the faith undergoes a
rebirth and relocation in the world.
In the Global South—Africa, Latin America and Asia—Christianity is
booming, so much so that in the next
50 years, the area could eclipse the West
as the current spiritual home of Christianity, according to the Christian Post.
Just a century ago, the Global North
(North America, Europe, Australia,
Japan and New Zealand) contained
more than four times as many Christians as the Global South, according to
a Pew Forum study. Today, more than
1.3 billion Christians live in the Global South (61 percent), compared with
about 860 million in the Global North.
Although Europe and the Americas still are home to a majority of the
world’s Christians at 63 percent, that
share is much lower than it was in 1910
when it was 93 percent. Further, the
proportion of Christian Europeans
and Americans dropped from 95 percent in 1910 to 76 percent in 2010 in Europe as a whole and from 96 percent to
86 percent in the Americas as a whole.
Interestingly, the Middle East and
North Africa --the region where Christianity originally began– now has
both the lowest concentration of
Christians (about four percent of the
region’s population) and the smallest
number of Christians (about 13 million) of any major geographic region.
While the Global North is becoming more religiously diverse, many
countries in the
Global South are actually becoming less so as Christianity and
Islam emerge as the preeminent religions, according to a 2013 report

by the Center for the Study of Global Christianity.
In 2020, the Center for the Study
of Global Christianity predicts that
South America will have the largest
share of Christians worldwide and
Eastern Africa will surpass North
America as home to the second-largest Christian population.
Mark Hutchinson, the chairman
of the church history department at
Southern Cross College in Australia,
believes Christianity is spreading in
unexpected ways in the Global South,
he told the Christian Post.
“What many pundits thought was
the death of the church in the 1960s
through secularization was really its
relocation and rebirth into the rest of
the world,” Hutchinson said.
That phenomenon can be seen
in Africa, where the Christian population increased by 37 percent between 1900 and 2010, according to
information from the World Christian Database.
As part of the Global South, China
has the third highest number of Christians in the world ( following the United States and Brazil), and its Christian
population is continuing to rise, reported the Christian Science Monitor.
Last summer, China’s religious affairs
chief said 500,000 Christians are baptized each year in the country.
Although secularism is one reason for Christianity’s decline in the
West, Gene Edward Veith, culture
critic for World magazine, believes
the problem is directly attributable
to the theological liberalism of the
once-powerful state churches, the
Christian Post reported.
In addition, although it might be an
odd idea for many Americans and Europeans to consider, Veith contemplates about the future possibility of
non-white missionaries showing up
on Western shores.
“What we need now (in the
West) are missionaries from Africa to convert the heathen in Europe
and America.”

Three percent—roughly two dozen—of Virgin Galactic’s customers
bailed out, citing safety concerns. But
Craig Willan, a veteran of the aerospace industry, intends to stand by
Virgin Galactic and urges other passengers to stay the course as well.
In an interview with NBC, Willan
described an interaction he had with
another customer who was considering asking for a refund.
“I told him, don’t,” Willan said.
“Don’t do it. You don’t want to get into
that for a couple of reasons. One is, it
would be a potential run on the bank.

“I really think we’re turning
the corner,” Whitesides said.
“We’ve gone through one of the
toughest things a company
can go through and we’re still
standing, and now we’re really
moving forward with pace.”
And the second thing is, it sends the
wrong signal to humankind. This is a
very important phase in the gestation
of something new, and we don’t want
to screw up this pregnancy.”
But four months after the accident,
Virgin Galactic is still afloat and the
private spaceflight industry is more
vibrant than ever. Virgin Galactic’s
CEO, George Whitesides, expressed
hope that the worst is behind them,
Fosters.com reported.
“I really think we’re turning the corner,” Whitesides said. “We’ve gone
through one of the toughest things a
company can go through and we’re

still standing, and now we’re really
moving forward with pace.”
While Virgin Galactic hopes to have
two more spacecraft built and operational by the end of 2015, Whiteside
is reluctant to give a timeline for successful commercial flight.
But as Virgin Galactic stalls, Boeing and SpaceX are competing for one
of the industry’s most lucrative contracts: the privilege of being the first
private firms to fly astronauts to the
International Space Station (ISS) for
NASA.
According to Miriam Kramer, a reporter for Space.com, NASA selected
both companies in a bid to break the
American Space Agency’s (an independent U.S. agency responsible for
aviation and spaceflight) current reliance on Russia for astronaut delivery
to and from the ISS.
Boeing, along with SpaceX, the
brainchild of futurologist mogul
Elon Musk, each developed manned
capsules capable of transporting a
crew of astronauts to and from the
ISS. That transporation would offer

“What many pundits thought was
the death of the church in the 1960s
through secularization was really its
relocation and rebirth into the rest of
the world.”
Christianity’s fading ties to the West
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a much cheaper price than Russia’s
space agency, Roscosmos, Space.com
reported.
Although Boeing has yet to launch
the fruits of its labor, SpaceX is making strides in the private spaceflight
industry. Since March of 2012, SpaceX
has made regular annual cargo deliveries to the ISS. This marks it as the
first company to offer private, albeit
unmanned, flights to the ISS.
Musk has publicly speculated about
the possibility of Mars colonies. In
2011, the SpaceX founder told delegates at the American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA)
in San Diego that he plans to take
people to Mars in 10 to 15 years, Space.
com reported.
“The reason SpaceX was created
was to accelerate development of
rocket technology, all for the goal of
establishing a self-sustaining, permanent base on Mars,” Musk said at the
time. “And I think we’re making some
progress in that direction — not as
fast as I’d like.”

Photograph provided by BotMultichillT

Boeing and SpaceX are competing to be the first private firms
to fly astronauts to the International Space Station.

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT + PRACTICAL THEOLOGY

“The Student Development concentration offers
students an amazing opportunity to apply
learning to life as students acquire a top notch
degree and hands-on experience.”
JUSTIN HETH M.A. ’07
WHEATON COLLEGE ASSOCIATE DEAN OF RESIDENCE LIFE
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY ALUM ’97

Scholars in the student development concentration put theory into
practice through Wheaton’s graduate assistantship positions, where
they cultivate resident communities and develop whole and effective
Christians. Students learn and work alongside Taylor alumnus Justin
Heth as they influence the lives of college students, learn to value
others in community, and grow spiritually. We invite YOU to explore
our program and be part of the spiritual growth and transformation of
God’s kingdom at Wheaton College Graduate School.

To learn more about the Student Development concentration in the
M.A. in Christian Formation & Ministry program, visit
WHEATON.EDU/STUDENTDEV2
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Stoking
Apocalypse
the

Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

Shoes squeaked against the hardwood. The cheerleaders celebrated
completed baskets in silence. Even
the confused parents and alumni were too afraid to make a sound.
Administrative assistants looked
around, completely unaware of the
chaos that was about to unfold.
No, this is not a Silent Night article.
A troupe of nearly 100 Taylor students clad in black travelled to WesDel High School in Gaston, Ind., for
the second Wes-Del Apocalypse. Students made a caravan of vehicles to
travel to the big conference matchup between Wes-Del and Blue River Valley.
Wes-Del Apocalypse started in Fall
2014 when a group of Taylor students
were joking about going to root for
a random high school football team.
Before long, the joke became a reality as a group of students created 200
flyers, attempting to make it a huge
event. Around 50 students showed up
to create a big student section, cheering on the Wes-Del Warriors.
“We printed the flyers and turned
it into a big thing,” said sophomore
Steve Lancaster, one of the guys who
sparked the idea. “We went nuts, and
it took off from there. Slowly but surely, more ideas came and we wanted to
make it into a big tradition.”
Lancaster and the rest of the

student leaders decided to evolve
Wes-Del Apocalypse into more than
just the football game and added a basketball matchup. This time
around, the intention was to create an
event that pulled in more of the student body and had additional interaction with the Wes-Del community.
Taylor students strutted into the
court, clad in black for the big BlackOut game, and positioned themselves
right in the midst of the Wes-Del student section. The students intermingled with the high schoolers, making
one huge cheering block.
“It was a really great thrill,” said
Wes-Del senior Alex Callum. “We love
that these guys come in and support
us. It’s pretty big.”
Student leaders from Taylor
brought cheering traditions with
them from Silent Night. Sophomore
Grason Poling led the cheer block in
old favorites like “The Banana Peel”
and “The Roller Coaster.”
Wes-Del’s student section had never seen anything like it.
“It’s so loud and energetic in here,”
said Wes-Del senior Dylan Huff. “It
brings us a lot of energy. Plus peeling
the banana was so much fun.”
The Wes-Del Twitter page exploded with positive tweets from the Taylor students and Wes-Del students.
Wes-Del athletic director Kye Denney thought the interactions between
the two schools were beneficial to
his students.

Photograph by Chris Yingling

Sophomore Grason Poling leads the combined student section in “The Roller Coaster” cheer.

“As a school, we were very excited
about the return of the Apocalypse,”
Denney said. “A number of students
and administrators had been communicating for a month or two prior
to the Feb. 20 return. You could feel
the excitement in the hallways all day
on Friday.”
Taylor’s cheering squad encouraged
the Wes-Del players on the court. Unfortunately, it wasn’t enough to overcome Blue River Valley as a shot off
the front of the rim in the closing seconds sealed the win for the rivals from
Mt. Summit, Ind.

However, the Wes-Del/Taylor relationship doesn’t just stop after games.
Efforts are being made now to integrate the Taylor community with the
Wes-Del students on more than just
an athletic level.
“Taylor is all about reaching the
community and this was a tangible
way to go to a school and cheer them
on,” said Taylor junior Landon Stuart.
“Hopefully, we could do some ministry with the high school and middle
school kids through Bible study or
just hanging out with them.”

Denney is excited for this new relationship with Taylor and thinks the
interactions between Taylor and WesDel can be helpful and encouraging to
his students.
“We spoke about how great of a
partnership it could be for both student bodies,” Denney said. “The Taylor students that have come so far
have been nothing but respectful
and great examples for the students
at Wes-Del.”
Plans are already being made to
tailgate at a football game early in
Wes-Del’s fall season.

“People are welcome to dress up.”
Whitaker said. “The more that people
are involved in the theme, the more
fun it will be.”
Sophomore SAC member Natalie
Halleen helped with the theme’s design and staging.
“I really hope people understand
and get excited about the idea,” Halleen said. “The POMS team is performing during the night as well.
Incorporating more students has
been really great and I hope people embrace the different stuff

we’re doing.”
This year, the size and style of
the acts have changed to include
more people.
“We have a lot of large bands and
diverse acts,” Whitaker said. “There
are serious and funny performances.
It’s all really entertaining.”
Nostalgia Night has traditionally
been more family-friendly than MyGen because of it’s broader range of
music. Sophomore Karen Windle has
performed in both.
“I love performing in this show,”
Windle said. “Many people from outside of Taylor come because of the
music, and it’s really fun to see what
songs students choose.”

Senior Scott Etheridge and junior
Ben Dulavitch will help move the party along as emcees.
“At the end, we really just want people to feel like they were there in New
York on December 31, 1919.” Whitaker said. “We want to create that energy with the theme, the emcees
and the excitement of all the great
performances. We want to have a
grand party.”
Tickets are available today during
lunch and dinner in the DC and Union,
and also tomorrow at the door. Regular tickets are $5 and VIP tickets for
closer, reserved seats are $10. Doors
open tomorrow at 7:30 p.m., and the
show begins at 8:15 p.m.

“We’ve always had different roommates,” Emma said. “We were both in
Olson freshman through junior (year)
but had different roommates. And different wings.”
While choosing to live in separate dorms worked for the Heyens, Warrens and freshmen Yuri
and Yuna Seo, the Graves twins
chose differently.
“Being with Jared—it helps cause
we’re also majoring in the same
thing, so we can do our homework
together,” Jacob Graves said. “The
negative factor would probably
be being too close to each other

for too long of a time. We do need
our space.”
Personal identity is a priority when
it comes to deciding how much each
twin wants to be involved in his or her
sibling’s life.
“We both have very different friend
groups. A lot of times we don’t hang
out with each other, which is fine,”
Elise Heyen said.
Having such a close identity,
though, does bring a closeness that
only twins can understand.
“If anybody knows how I’m feeling or what I’m going through in
a situation, Emma would know,

because we literally think the same,”
Elise said.
Along with a special bond comes
double trouble only twins can tap
into; sometimes these twins can
have fun with their striking similarities. Yuri Seo described a time
when she was sick and couldn’t go
to class.
“(My sister went) instead of me (to)
the COS 104 class,” Yuri said.
While twins have to be intentional
about establishing their own identities, having a built-in best friend to
navigate college with is worth the extra effort.

Nostalgia Night preview
Sarah Davis
Contributor

Reminiscent of New York’s glittery entry into the 1920s, this year’s Nostalgia
Night promises to ring in a timeless
decade with class. After a long decision process over J-term, the Student
Activities Council (SAC) settled on a
party vibe that involves Taylor students and the community.
“One of our goals when planning is
always to incorporate everyone into
the night, rather than just having

people come and consume,” said Hailey Whitaker, president of SAC. “We
want to show hospitality and have
people take ownership in the event.”
To achieve this atmosphere of
warmth and involvement, SAC
planned a pre-show reception in the
Rediger Chapel lobby. A photo booth
and tables will be set up where people
can take pictures and socialize while
waiting. The Taylor Jazz Ensemble
will also play during the reception,
adding to the showy 1920s feel.

Twinology
Relationships between
identical twins at Taylor
can be complicated
Ian Proano
Contributor

Some people come to Taylor with
their best friend or significant other. But other times, they come with
their twins. Being a look-alike can
mean a whole lot of fun and double trouble when both are on campus. But looking so similar can have
its drawbacks.
“Coming in as twins, you get called
the other person’s name all the time,
and so I always get called Caitlyn,” junior Faith Warren said. “So it’s kind of
annoying.”
Freshman Jacob Graves and
his twin, Jared, shared similar frustrations.
“ You can’t blame them for being annoying, because they ’re
just asking a simple question,”
Jacob said.
But when it comes to choosing a
dorm on campus, some twins choose
to put a bit of distance between their
similar faces.
“Caitlyn lives on Third West, and I
used to live on Second West Olson . . .
but now we’re in two different dorms,”
Faith Warren said.

Caitlyn feels the effect the distance
has between them now.
“But now it’s like . . . we’re a little
bit distant, I guess,” Caitlyn said. “We
still hang out, but it’s just the space
thing. We’re trying to create space to
make it more our own identity than
the same one.”
Senior Emma Heyen had a similar
experience living apart from her Elise.

Photograph provided by the Heyenst

Emma and Elise Heyen made the choice to live on different wings during their time at Taylor.

Photograph provided by the Warrens

Caitlyn and Faith Warren’s names get mixed up all the time.

Each shift employees are allowed
unlimited free drinks, a free pastry and
the free reign to experiment with different
behind-the-counter concoctions.
Starbucks: behind the counter
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Starbucks: behind the counter
Introducing the faces behind
your favorite Starbucks drink
Gracie Fairfax & Austin
Lindner
Staff Writers

Your average American college Joe
is fueled by Starbucks. Without this
tasty tradition, you might wake up
to find the zombie apocalypse taking over your 8 a.m. class.
But the café wouldn’t be Taylor’s
off-campus oasis of caffeinated joy
without the friendly faces that greet
you from behind the counter.
Two faces you might encounter,
should you wander into this java
joint, are Chris and Chelsea.
Meet Chris Allison. A new addition to the Starbucks staff, with three
weeks of experience under his belt,
Chris has taken his new occupation
in stride and blended in smoothly
with his fellow employees. Chris, an
avid fan of white mochas, was drawn
to Starbucks for its fun and friendly environment.
In drink form, his coworkers described him as Passion Tea
Lemonade. And in case you’re wondering, his favorite cash register
is the one on the right, because it’s

—well, right.
Meet Chelsea. She’s a coffee connoisseur. Raised by coffee-loving parents, she grew up with a love for coffee
but not for Starbucks. She is a natural
when it comes to making coffee, and
learning the ropes of the coffee trade
came easily for her. Her favorite drink
is simple shots of espresso and honey.
If she could starbucks in any part of
the world, she would choose to brew
in New Zealand.
Join Chris and Chelsea as they lead
us into what life is like on the other
side of the counter.
With the hustle and bustle of the
high traffic coffee joint comes a variety of customers. According to the
baristas, most of the customers are
pleasant and forgiving despite their
tight schedules. They approach each
order with a willing spirit, but some
people have orders that are more
high-maintenance than others.
“I had someone order a six-shot
venti latte with raspberry but they
wanted ristretto shots, which is just
a faster way to pull a shot, and it was
just stupid,” Chelsea said.
Chris had an equally frustrating
experience.
“There was a girl who wanted a venti coffee with three pumps of white

mocha, two pumps of hazelnut and
one pump of classic,” Chris said.
“She also gets a venti Valencia Orange Refresher with three pumps of
classic and three pumps of chai and
nutmeg,” added a co-worker.
While it can be stressful, working with very particular customers
doesn’t come without it’s perks.
Each shift employees are allowed
unlimited free drinks, a free pastry
and the free reign to experiment
with different behind-the-counter
concoctions. Also included is a free
weekly pound of coffee or two ounces of tea.
“Frappuccinos are the most fun to
play with. We play with them all the
time even though most of us hate
frappuccinos,” Chelsea said.
Some of their recent flavor inventions include blueberry cheesecake
and key lime pie frappuccinos.
“A few weeks ago we invented the
orange dreamsicle frap,” Chelsea said.
Despite the amount of coffee at
their disposal, the staff leans towards
water as the drink of choice during
their long shifts.
Starbucks is the secret service of
coffee joints, and for this reason,
photos of our beloved baristas are
unavailable. Company policy forbids

Photograph provided by Audrey Estelle

Lots of people wonder what it’s like to work at the Gas City Starbucks, and there are a lucky few who know the secrets.

employees from being photographed
behind the counter or wearing their
apron as a costume. When they retire to civilian life, the baristas are
required to turn in their classic
green aprons.

So next time you’re in the Gas City
Starbucks, look for your new friends
Chris and Chelsea and order your
drink without all the extra pumps
and shots—or don’t. They’ll love you
a latte anyway.

Bi-Weekly bachelor and bachelorette
Katie
Norwood

“Sneezed on the beat
and the beat got sicker.”
–Beyoncé

Alex Jackson

“If Ed Sheeran is the
gold standard for men,
Alex Jackson is platinum.”
–Chris Yingling

Want to nominate someone you know to be the next bachelor or bachelorette? Email us at echonewslifeandtimes@gmail.com

Humans of Upland
“One time I was reading a story for
Story Hour and and all the kids came up
and started hugging me. It was really funny and really sweet . . . Tonight we’re having
a ‘Frozen’ party. So they’re going to make
crafts and read some ‘Frozen’ stories.”
–Martha Wenger, Gas City librarian
Photograph by Gracie Fairfax

Echograms #TaylorU

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Abbie Brewer @
 abrewer01894
“It’s all ﬁnger food if you have the
right attitude” #tayloru

Andrew Whitworth @ac_whit
I am in favor of having more poets
speak in chapel. Please. #TaylorU
Michael Snyder @
 michaelsnyder95
For every sock you lose in
the dryer, the DC loses a fork
#areyoudonewiththat #tayloru
Katrina LoBue @kat_bue
Oh my Goﬀ! Bob Goﬀ! #lovedoesn’t
#tayloru
Sabrina Alaniz @
 princess_burna
I got a booth at the grille. It’s
like a don’t care what happens
for the rest of the day. #TaylorU
#IveDoneTheImpossible
Nathaniel @
 RevRyan43
If #taylorU dc was trying to solve the
worlds obesity problem, these bowls
are not the solution. #thegirth
Breanna Bartlett @DreamForever0
“we went on our ﬁrst pick-a-date
but I just don’t know if he wants to
marry me” #ThingsYouHearFrom
FreshmanAtStarbucks #tayloru
#facepalm
Jeanette Zhang @JeanetteloveGod
I think DC’s banana is going through
seasonal depression #TaylorU

@archery9: Great time with #gerig hall #tayloru#perrys #archery # prime #darton bows

@courtney_sullivan: Raffle winners #seniorstatus #TaylorU

Tommy Decker @
 tdeck16
Sometimes Friday nights are best
spent cheering on a local high
school basketball team you never
knew existed. #WesDelApocalypse

A&E

Marvel has done a great job fleshing out
characters in superhero shows dealing with
non-superhumans.
Middle of the road

TheEchoNews.com
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Farewell, Pawnee
A goodbye letter to “Parks and Recreation”
Erin Fuhr

Life & Times Editor

Tom: You went on a vacation and you chose Muncie, Indiana?
Jerry: My wife and I have a timeshare.
Tom: In Muncie?
Dear “Parks and Rec,”
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Taylor
TV Edition

You have given us a reason to celebrate Muncie. You’ve caused hundreds
of people to point to their Netflix screens and yell, “I live there!” You’ve made
the rest of America understand what it’s like to live in the cornfields—and
almost made them jealous of us. You have given us pride in small-town diners and an identity in Midwestern waffle binge-eaters.
There’s a lot to love in a show about people living solely off steak and incorporating marshmallow shooters into their daily lives. But the real reason we
kept clicking the “next episode” button on Netflix was that, deep down, it felt
like we were watching parts of our mundane lives spiral out of control into a
tornado of miniature horses, greasy burgers and trivial town issues. We loved
JJ’s Diner like our own Ivanhoes, because we understand harboring a restaurant obsession to the point of buying specialty items like mugs and T-shirts.
We booed Eagletonians and their fancy polo fields because we know what
it’s like to have a rivalry against our swanky neighbors. Like true Pawneeans,
we tell ourselves, “IWU can keep its student union with vaulted ceilings and a
movie theater. It’s the people that really make a school.” We cheered for MouseRat just like we cheered for our local school bands, packing into coffee shops
and trying to sing along to the words of its best-known songs.
Now, the theme song has lodged in our heads for the final time. We’ve wiped
the last tears from our eyes because of the cuteness of April and Andy’s son,
Burt Snakehole Ludgate Karate Dracula Macklin Demon Jack-o-lantern Dwyer (Jack for short). “Parks and Rec,” our time together is over, but that doesn’t
mean our unconditional small-town pride has to end. You made us love our
own Pawnee a little bit more, and gave us a reason to be proud of a town with
not much going on (except maybe Ivanhoes). None of us were thrilled when
we drove through Upland for the first time and saw about nine buildings, but
we’ve all developed some sort of loyalty to it.
“Parks and Rec,” you have made living in an Upland seem endearing and
heartwarming. Long live Pawnee, Upland, Sweetums, Lil’ Sebastian, Ivanhoes,
Circle K and Ron Swanson.
Sincerely,
“Parks and Rec” fans and small-town dwellers everywhere

The “Parks and Rec” cast prepares for the series finale.

Photograph provided by Entertainment Weekly

Whatcha watching?
Peek into Taylor’s
Netflix queue
David Seaman
A&E Editor

“Vikings” proves that Nordic warriors will always be cool.

Photograph provided by i1.ytimg.com

Middle of the road
What to see from
returning TV shows and
midseason replacements
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Let’s be honest: there’s a lot of junk
on TV right now. Busy schedules control us, and enjoying a good television
show is a luxury. What we’re watching shouldn’t be a total waste of time.
Here are some returning shows and
midseason offerings for February and
March that are suitable substitutes
for studying.

House of Cards—returns Feb.

27 to Netflix. The third season of the
landmark Netflix political drama returns with 13 episodes. Kevin Spacey
plays Frank Underwood, a U.S. politician with wildcard morality. His
wife Claire (Robin Wright) is just
as scheming, and together they reveal to viewers the seedy underbelly
of D.C. politics. This excellent show
has brilliant writing, top-notch acting
and an intense story that glues you to
the screen. It’s best when watched all
in one sitting, so carve out a day and
binge-watch this sucker. You won’t
regret it.

Vikings—returned Feb. 19 on His-

tory Channel. The most expensive
History Channel show ever created returned for its third season with
plenty of Nordic action and sweeping
icy landscapes. Historical Viking hero

Ragnar Lodbrok continues his raids
of France and England with his family and band of warriors. What’s fascinating about the series, besides the
impressive battles, is how the series
looks at Nordic mythology in comparison with burgeoning Christian belief.

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. —

returns March 3 to ABC. The fill-in
show “Agent Carter,” which ran for 8
episodes between “S.H.I.E.L.D.”’s hiatus from January to February, was
so well-done and compelling that it’s
a shame it didn’t get a long season.
“Carter” had bar none the best writing and acting out of the current superhero shows. But “S.H.I.E.L.D.” has
improved greatly in those departments as well since its rocky first
season. Marvel has done a great job
fleshing out characters in superhero shows dealing with non-superhumans. Now they have a protagonist
with powers, and it’s exciting to see
how this all connects to the Marvel
Cinematic Universe.

The Walking Dead—returned

Feb. 8 on AMC. The horror comic-based zombie apocalypse show returned to stellar ratings this month.
The second half of the fifth season
follows Rick Grimes and his fellow
survivors as they continue to wander deserted Georgia in search of a
safe haven. As the show continuously
points out, it’s the living, not the dead,
that people need to look out for.

When a long day is done and classes are over, many students like to relax with their favorite TV show. From
comedies like “Parks and Recreation”
to more dramatic flair such as “House
of Cards,” there’s a wide variety of
shows that students enjoy. Whether
online or live on an actual television
screen, alone or with friends, here are
the shows that students are watching.

Lindsey Brown, junior — I watch
a lot of anime, and the one I’m currently watching is called “Fairy Tail.”
I’m also enjoying a Korean drama
called “Boys Over Flowers.” It’s soap
opera—like and similar to “Secret Life
of the American Teenager.”

Better Call Saul—premiered

Feb. 8 on AMC. As good as “Breaking
Bad”? That’s what some critics say of
this prequel, which follows slimy but
lovable lawyer Saul Goodman seven years before the events of Walter
White. Fan favorites from “Bad” pop
up along with intriguing new characters in this enjoyable spin-off.

Secrets and Lies— premiers

March 1 on ABC. If you watched the
Oscars Sunday you couldn’t miss the
commercials for this upcoming drama. Imagine “Gone Girl,” except with
a missing child and actor Ryan Phillippe. “Secrets” is based on the Australian TV series of the same name,
which begs the question: will this
continue the trend of inferior American shows based off foreign projects,
or will it transcend its origins and create an intriguing, dramatic story arc?

American Crime—premieres

March 5 on ABC. “American Crime”
and “Secrets and Lies” dominated the
Oscar commercial broadcast, meaning ABC is serious about these two
series. Boasting Academy Award winning screenwriter John Ridley and a
stellar cast that includes Felicity Huffman and Timothy Hutton, the story
follows a racially charged murder and
the subsequent trial. The anthology series looks to examine crime in
the U.S. and the criminal justice system through the eyes of victims and
family members.

Eric Castiglia, junior—I watch
“The Office,” “Parks and Rec” and
“House of Cards.” Really excited for
season three of “Cards.” I also enjoy
“It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia.”
It’s very funny.

Roscoe Rea, freshman—I watch
“Arrow,” “The Flash” and “Agents of
S.H.I.E.L.D.” Also “Parks and Rec.”

Zack Taylor, junior—I like TV
more than movies. Some shows I
enjoy are “Modern Family,” “Parenthood,” “Seinfeld” and “The Big Bang
Theory.” Also “Breaking Bad,” which is
the best television show ever.

Jay Miller, senior—I watch “The
Office” and “True Detective.” I also
like older shows like “Sandford and
Son” and “Twin Peaks.”

Ben Dulavitch, junior—I watch
“Survivor” with a group of guys on
my hall. I’m fascinated by the social
dynamics on the show.

Lauren Nyczak, sophomore—I
have a lot: “Parks and Rec,” “About a
Boy,” “New Girl,” “Suits,” “The Walking
Dead,” “American Idol,” “The Flash,”
“Arrow” and “The Bachelor.” I’m definitely not caught up on all of them.

O
PINIONS
Open house hours petition

The idea Obama is too timid, carefree or
soft in his use of violent force is essentially
claiming his mountain of violence should
be regarded as a molehill. If anything, the
overwhelming cry should be, “Please, tone it
down, Mr. President.”

Obama—not a moderate aggressor

TheEchoNews.com

Petition preposterous
on purpose
Haley Norris
Contributor

By now, you’ve probably seen the petition about extending open house
hours bouncing around on Facebook.
Maybe you thought the changes suggested were a little extreme. I wrote
the petition, and I agree with you.
My petition was in no way trying to
promote a specific open house schedule. It was simply a discussion-starter about what Taylor students want
open house to be like in the future,
whether that be weekday open house,
extensions on the weekend, later
hours, etc. I noticed that open house
hours limited interactions with my
guy friends, so I created a petition
to see what others had to say. I did
not put solid options for people to
choose from, but frameworks that I
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encourage people to manipulate into
that they wanted them to be.
Prolonging open house over the
weekend would pose more opportunities to hang out with friends and lessen the awkwardness between sexes
on campus. Classmates should have
the opportunity to get together in casual settings to ease into friendships.
I would love to see open house extend a couple hours on the weekends. I think open house everyday
of the week would be overwhelming for the PAs as well as take away
from personal time and time with the
floor. However, an extra open house
per month—say, Wednesday?—would
be a great compromise! Dorms already put on occasional, special open
houses. But making open houses a
regular feature, rather than a rare
special event, would give students
something to look forward to and
increase fellowship.
Open house is a great tool for

Bowls, glorious bowls
Can we have some more?
Aaron Scott
Contributor
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Editor’s note: What are we waiting for?
Bowls! When do we want them? Now!
Thankfully, the DC officially restocked
as of Wednesday, but The Echo decided to share frustration for the ration.
Students wander aimlessly throughout
the DC in hopes that the bowls merely
have been relocated. DC workers live in
fear of being mobbed when they venture
to restock the precious porcelain. The
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OPEN HOUSE HOURS CHANGES

OPTION 1
Monday - Thursday: 5 - 10pm
Friday: 7pm - 2am
Saturday 12pm - 1am
Sunday: 12pm - 10pm

OPTION 2
Wednesday: 5pm - 10pm
Friday: 7pm - 2am
Saturday 12pm - 1am
Sunday: 12pm - 10pm

Norris presented two frameworks for new open house hours in her petition.

Graphic illustrated by Matthew Morse

engaging in friendships otherwise
never connected. Yes, we all have
friends across campus, but who is
in your core group of friends? The
ones you say “hi” to only in class, or
those to whom you offer home and

hospitality? Open houses prompt relationships, and that is so important in college. Once we leave here,
that core group of people will carry us through the ups and downs of
life. More open house hours, in my

opinion, would not only provided
more time to cultivate relationships
but also more time for intentionally
building those lifelong friendships.

bowls reposing beneath the milk dispensers, once avoided at all costs, have begun
to disappear. Styrofoam bowls make poor,
flimsy substitutes.
Desperation. It is seen in the
downcast eyes of frozen students
desperate for a vessel of warm soup.
It is seen in the grim determination
of those who crave ice cream but are
forced to spoon it from a cup. And
it is seen in the lone tear streaking
down a cheek of a student when denied Lucky Charms.
Not long ago, we watched the cup
supply diminish. Now with the bowls
dwindling before our very eyes, students are forced to drink from the cups
that abound on the shelves. How the
times have changed.

So the question arises: What can
we do? What must be done to conserve the remains of our meager supply? The DC claims that more bowls
are on the way. We can only assume
that they are referring to the aforementioned Styrofoam imposters. The
time for such claims has long passed.
Students must boldly take matters into
their own hands.
As demands for bowls rise, surpassing even the demand for paper towels
in the dorms, I advise my fellow classmates to abstain from using bowls
for unnecessary purposes. Cold jelly
and custard can be eaten from a salad
plate. Soups can be sipped from mugs.
If you see a student with a piece of
garlic bread in a bowl, shove him in

the lake. Treat every bowl as if it were
your grandmother’s best china.
Above all, stay strong. We need to
stick together through this time of great
suffering. Share a bowl with a friend. If
there is a single bowl left, be the better
person and pass it on. I know it hurts. I
know it hurts. I myself had the unfortunate occasion to find myself reaching
for the last bowl when a fellow student
lunged forward, like the Artful Dodger
pinching a particularly fat wallet. My
Cheerio-laden dreams shattered like
dropped Fiestaware.
But if orphans can overcome atrocities such as ours, we can survive. Just
keep praying and dreaming of bowls—
wonderful bowls, marvelous bowls,
glorious bowls.

Obama—not a moderate aggressor
Commander in chief ’s critics
accuse him of meekness
Stephen Weick
Contributor

Recent reports, mainly from right
and centrist sources, insinuate the
president of the United States is in
some manner soft or timid. Apparently, he doesn’t “get” the threats
from our official and unofficial enemies. This is nothing new. The most
recent version of the “he’s too soft
on the bad guys” routine concerns
Islamic terrorism. As of late, much
of this criticism has stemmed from
Obama’s speech at the annual National Prayer Breakfast,when Obama
compared the Crusades to the Islamic State group’s terrorism.
What does it mean to claim
Obama is too soft on U.S. enemies? What do his critics mean?
For some, though not all, groups,
it means that he’s too timid in
his use of violence, too dove-like
against the forces of evil. These
critics have, explicitly and implicitly, been encouraging the use of
force against the nation’s enemies
ever since Obama’s election. This
article is an attempt to respond to
this sentiment.
To be quite honest, I’m embarrassed (although not shocked) at
the idea that President Obama could
even be considered a peaceful dove.
Here are a few reasons why.
This is the same president who
greatly expanded the use of drone
warfare against militants the U.S.
never declared war on and presented no real national security threat,
killing hundreds of civilians across
the Middle East in the name of the
War on Terror. With UAVs, Americans can kill anyone, anywhere.
Combining that ability with high expectations of global involvement is
too much power for a single nation

to hold.
This is the same president who
stretched the awful war in Afghanistan, which further escalated
regional conflict, chaos and instability. A grave consequence of that
policy decision was it’s support in
the destabilization of Pakistan, the
collapse of which would be disastrous for all involved—destabilization that includes the invasion
of that nation to kill Osama bin
Laden.
These are not the considered
plans of a peaceful or peace-interested world leader, at least to my mind.
This president has overseen the
commitment of acts of war against
the nation of Iran by attacking its
computer systems in an attempt to
disrupt its nuclear program. This,
even by the U.S. Department of
Defense’s rules, constitutes cyber
warfare. Imagine the reaction of
the United States if Iran attempted
to cripple our nuclear capability. I
shudder to think.

our never-ending shame.
The idea Obama is too timid,
carefree or soft in his use of violent force is essentially claiming
his mountain of violence should be
regarded as a molehill. If anything,
the overwhelming cry should be,
“Please, tone it down, Mr. President.” Astonishingly, some on the
Left dare say Obama isn’t as bad as
Bush. Rubbish and irrelevant. Regardless of the obligations Obama

inherited from his predecessor, he
is responsible for U.S. military and
foreign policy action.
It’s remarkably disturbing that
anyone in society would encourage
a greater show of force, aggression
or general hot-temperedness from
the United States. Take a breath. Mr.
Obama deserves the chance to earn
his Nobel Prize, albeit post hoc.

The idea Obama is too
timid, carefree or soft in
his use of violent force is
essentially claiming his
mountain of violence should
be regarded as a molehill.
Need I continue? I shall. Obama
continues supplying Israel with
weapons and military support as
that state continues its near-genocidal assault on the Palestinians. He
rearmed the Israeli army during the
middle of its savage war with Gaza
last summer. Other nations unilaterally condemn Israel’s occupation
of Palestinian soil as illegal and encourage the countries to find peace.
Obama is unwilling to take this step,
as demonstrated by his vetoing of a
2011 U.N. Security Council resolution affirming the same. All this to

Photograph provided by Wikimedia Commons User Elizabeth Cromwell

Obama’s military decisions prove he is no pushover.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by contributing an editorial to nicholenparks@gmail.com by Wednesday
at 5 p.m. Submissions are final and are edited for content and clarity. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.
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“Taylor men’s basketball will be a championship
program in the years to come.”
Fending off the Foresters
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Lost in the Knight
Second-half slaughter
sinks Trojans in first
round of playoffs
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

College basketball is a sport of 40
minutes. Unfortunately for the Taylor women’s basketball team, playing
for only 20 didn’t do the job against
No. 7 Marian University in Tuesday
night’s playoff matchup. Marian defeated TU 93–70, ending Taylor’s season on the road.
Taylor’s passing attack was perfect
in the first frame. Assists from freshman forward Cassidy Wyse led to early buckets for junior forward Jackie
Osenbaugh, keeping Taylor’s offense
moving fast. A few efficient offensive
runs gave Taylor a 37–31 lead at halftime as Wyse and Osenbaugh had 10
points apiece.
Defeating the seventh-best team
in the country in its gym was a reality—until the first few seconds of the
second half.
A few timely three-pointers from
the Marian offense immediately
swayed the tide of the game in Marian’s favor. The Knights orchestrated a 21–7 run, dicing up the Trojan
defense. Head coach Kelly Packard
and her team had no answers for the

sudden offensive explosion.
Taylor’s squad was unable to keep
up with the full-court press from
Marian. The Trojans committed in
21 total turnovers, resulting in 31
Marian points. The Knights consistently battered and controlled the
ball. Taylor couldn’t run its offense
against Marian’s blistering defensive pressure.
The Trojans could not stop Marian.
Though Taylor managed a few points,
Marian scored nearly every time the
ball was in their position. Marian
took the game 93-70 and put a stamp
on Taylor’s season.
“We had some costly turnovers and
miscommunications on defense that
allowed them to get back into the
game and take the lead,” Wyse said.
“They are a good shooting team, so
once they get some confidence it’s
hard to come back from that.”
Osenbaugh managed a double-double on 19 points and 14 rebounds. She also found two assists
from her wing position. Wyse scored
16 points for the Trojans and dished
out five assists to boot. Freshman
guard Josie Cobb also found some
success behind the arc, grabbing
10 total points along with a pair of
three-pointers.
Marian scored 31 points off turnovers compared to Taylor’s 11 points.

Photograph by Josh Adams

Jackie Osenbaugh’s 19pt/13rb double-double wasn’t enough to stave off Marian’s second-half onslaught.

While Taylor did crash the boards well,
outrebounding Marian 41–30, Marian
dominated in nearly every other statistical category. The Knights recorded six blocks to go along with their 22
forced turnovers.
Taylor concludes its season 16–15

with a 9–9 Crossroads League record.
Despite having to battle through injuries and transfers, Taylor was able
to still grab a spot in the Crossroads
League tournament, and the 16 wins
is an improvement from just 12 wins
last year.

Fending off
the Foresters
Trojans conclude season
with two straight wins
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

January proved to be terrible for Taylor men’s basketball.
Heading into their final two games,
head coach Josh Andrews and the
Taylor men’s basketball team accepted a failed season with a 2–14
Crossroads League record and an
elimination from playoff contention
for the first time in Andrews’ tenure.
Taylor may not have regained entrance to the tourney, but consecutive
wins at the end of the season shook
things up in the Crossroads League
and gave the Trojans reason to conclude the season with their heads
held high.
The Trojans finished with a 75–72
nailbiter in front of the Odle Arena
crowd on Saturday. Taylor’s win over
the Foresters eliminated them from
the playoffs as well.
Taylor’s offense started strong and
kept up with Huntington’s attack. Junior guard Kyle Stidom and senior
guard Jesse Coffey knocked down
a handful of three-point buckets to
help the Trojans jump out to an early 30–19 lead. Huntington clawed its
way back from the early deficit to tie
up the game 33–33.
A pair of shots behind the arc from
senior forward Tyler Waite helped
the Trojans keep pace with the surging Huntington offense, but TU went
into halftime down in a 41–39 contest.
Huntington kept the game close in
the opening minutes of the second

half but eventually slowed against
the consistency of Taylor’s layup
game. Layups from Stidom, sophomore guard Eric Cellier and freshman forward Keaton Hendricks
spurred the game in the Trojans’
favor 67–61, a lead Taylor never relinquished.
Huntington tried to foul as the
game again became close in the waning seconds, but free throws from Coffey, Stidom and freshman guard Tim
Fleming kept the win out of the Foresters’ reach. Taylor squeaked by 75–
72 to finish the season off in style.
“It’s always a good feeling to be at
the line in the closing seconds, knowing that two makes will likely give
your team the win,” Coffey said. “It
felt great to knock them down and
finish the season—and my career—
with a win.”
Stidom, named the Crossroads
League Player of the Week, recorded
25 points against Huntington and collected a team-high seven rebounds
while adding three assists. Coffey
found his rhythm behind the arc,
notching 14 points with 4-of-6 from
behind the three-point line. Senior
forward Darayl Jordan also contributed 12 points in the paint along with
a trifecta of blocks.
Fleming, who had a lackluster
freshman season to date, had a career
night for the Trojans. He only recorded four points but managed the floor
well with seven total assists. Fleming
also created havoc on the defensive
side of the ball, grabbing four steals
and a block.
Taylor finishes its season 13–17
with a 4–14 record in the Crossroads

“I’m still processing the feelings
that are tied to the season ending,”
Packard said. “I find it takes time to
process with proper perspective the
efforts and outcomes of a five month
long season. Ultimately the program
did see growth.”
League in one of the lowest finishes
in recent TU basketball history. However, acquisitions and development
of players keep Andrews optimistic
for the future.
“We are still building the program
and transitioning the style of play,”
Andrews said. “Taylor men’s basketball will be a championship program
in the years to come.”

WEEKLY

PREVIEW
Men’s Tennis
Schedule

2/27 Ball State (A) 3:30 P.M.

Women’s Tennis
Schedule

3/7 Southern Indiana (A) 3:30 P.M.

Track and Field
Schedule

3/5-7 NAIA Indoor National Championships

Baseball
Schedule

3/4 Defiance 3:00 P.M.
3/6 Judson 1:00 P.M.
3/7 Judson 12:00 P.M.

Softball
Schedule

2/28 Cumberland University (A) 11:30 A.M.
2/28 Tennessee Wesleyan (A) 1:30 P.M.
3/6-7 USCAA 2015 Preseason Invitational
(A) 5:00 P.M.
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Tyler Waite scored a trio of three-pointers to keep Taylor’s offense fast in the first half.
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Athlete of the Week

Kyle Stidom
Year

Junior

Hometown

Morehead, Ken.

Position

Guard

Pump-Up Song

“Kobe Bryant” by Lil Wayne

Funniest teammate

Vivian Aiken

Favorite basketball memory

Playing 1-on-1 vs. Kenneth Faried at
Morehead State basketball camp

Key stat

All-Crossroads League Team honorable
mention; 14.8 pts/game
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